
DeLay
cedes
House
post
Republican, pressured by
his party in wake of
Abramoff corruption
case, permanently steps
down as majority leader

By DAVID ESPO
Associated Press

W ASH ING TON  — Re p. T om
D eLa y, t he d efian t fa ce o  f a conser-
v ati ve r evo luti on in Co ngr ess,
s tepp ed dow n as Ho use major ity
le ade r o  n Sa turday unde r pr essu re
f rom Repub li-
c ans stagge re d by
an el ect ion-y ear
c orr upt ion scan -
d al.

‘ ‘Du r ing my
t ime in C on-
g ress , I hav  e al-
w ays acte d in an
e thi cal man ner
w ith in t he r ules
of our bod  y and
t he la ws of our
l and ,’’ the Tex as
l awma ker told
f ellow Re publ i-
c ans i  n a le tter
info rm ing them
o  f hi  s dec is ion.

S til l, r efe rrin  g t  o cr imin al
c ha rge s h  e fa ces i  n hi  s ho me s tate ,
he added  , ‘‘  I can no  t al low o ur
a dve rsari es t  o di vid  e an  d dist ract
o ur a tte nti on .’’

D eLa  y te mpo rar ily gav  e up his
le ade rsh ip p ost a fte  r he was
c ha rge d, b ut al wa ys in sist ed he
w oul  d recl aim h is d uti es a fter
cl ear ing his name.

H is t urn abo ut cl ear ed the way
fo r le ade rsh ip e lec tions a mo ng R e-
pub li can  s bu ffet ed b  y po or p olls
an d b  y lobb yist Ja ck Ab r amo ff’s
con fe ssi ons o  f gu ilt on c orr upt ion
c ha rge s in co nnec ti on w ith con-
g ress iona l w inin g an d din ing.

T he r ace to repl ace DeL ay as
m ajo rit  y le ade r b egan tak ing sha pe
im me diate ly  , wi th R eps  . Ro  y Bl unt
o  f Mi sso uri  , th  e GO  P wh ip, an d
J ohn Boeh ner of O hio  , a fo rmer

Please see D eLA YA12 ?

Infant
killed
in Troy
inferno
Flames drive back
neighbors trying to
rescue trapped infant

By TIM O’BRIEN
Staff writer

T ROY — A  n 8-mo nth-o ld baby
g irl die  d in sid  e a bur nin  g Tr oy
ho me Sat urday , as ne ighbo rs t ried

to get pas  t the
f lam es t  o sa ve
t he c hil d.

N eig h bors Ei-
h ab an d M oam en A wad t rie  d to get
i nto t he f irst  f lo or a partm en  t a  t 20
P ark Ave  . but cou ld n ot g et p ast the
f la me s.

‘ ‘I t rie  d to get in, but hal fway
t hrou gh, t he f ire kick ed me out, ’’
E iha  b Awad s a id. T he f ire con-
t inu ed t  o sm old er l ate Satu rday
n ight, and aut hor iti es sai d t hey
w ere not yet sur  e wh at c aused the
b laz e.

T he hou se  s at 18 an d 2  0 Par k
A ve. were decl are  d a to tal loss , an d
May or Har ry T utu njian said they
w oul  d b  e dem oli she d a fte  r th  e fir e
i nvest ig ati on w as comp l e te. A
ho me a  t 16 Par  k Av e. al so suf fer ed
s ome damage.

B Y  M A R C  P A R R Y
S T A F F  W R I T E R

P astor Buddy doesn’t put himself
on a pedestal; that’s one thing
Meaghan McDermott loves
about him. He did put himself

on a Harley-Davidson once, though.
Right on stage.

T hec rowd has no idea what he’ lldo
t onight as the clo ckh its 5:59 p.m. , t he l ights
f lic  kof f, a ndt heam pspu mpo uta disco beat.

F lat-s cr een TVs tic  kdo wn t he f inal
mi nu te. Cam eras pan  .The wal l-len gth
mi rr or r ef l ects 300 spe ctat ors buz zing lik  ea
T Vst udio aud ien ce.

Th ey’ rehe reo  nSa turday night , a  t th is
f orm erg ymi  naMa lta shoppi ng plaza , f or
c hur ch.Ad  if fere ntk indo  f ch urc h.P ast or
Bu ddy’ s c hur ch.

‘ ‘No thi ng i  sof f-li mits ,’  ’ sa ysM cDer mot t,
2  7  , a fo rme  rCat hol icw hod riv esn ear ly40
mi nut es f rom Ro t terda mto hea  rPa stor
Bu ddy pre ach at Sar ato ga Coun ty’ s
N ort hwa  yFe llow shi p. ‘‘ Het alks abo ut
s exual it y, inf id eli ty, pro bl ems with
m ar r iag es .’’

A roun  d th  eCa pita  lReg ion  , an exp an din g
g roup of nonde nomi nat ion al c hur che  s li ke
P ast orBu ddy’ s i  sgr abb ing mor  eand more
w orsh ipp ers lik  eMcDe rm ott  .Th ese
r ela tiv ely new , indep e nde nt, non tra dit ion al

con greg ati onsv ary i  nsi zea ndt heo log y.B ut
ge ner all y, a  son  epa sto  rput it, they prese nt
Chr is tia nit  y st ripp edof many man-made
t rad iti ons .

Tha tm ean  sno rob e s,p ews, st e eple s,
a rca ne l ang uage, fo rmal dre sso  r rig idly
s truct ured servi ce s. I nst e ad, t hese
tec h-s avv  ych urc hes cha nne  l th  eBi ble into
an al w ays -ch ang ing mul tim edi  aexp er ien ce.
A servi ce can inc orp ora te f ull el e ctr icban ds,

p ref ilme  dvig ne t tes and mas siv  e scr ee ns.
‘ ‘D i sne  y shou ld n’t out dot hec hur ch, ’’ sa ys

P ast orBu ddy  ,wh ose la stn amei  sCre me a ns.
‘ ‘Ve gas shoul dn’t out dot hec hur ch. The most
cr ea tiv e, comp ell in  gen tit  yon the pla net
shou ldb  e the loca l c hur ch. ’’

Loc al pro bab ly i sn’  t th  ebest wa  y to
d escr ibec hur che  s li keN ort hwa y.W hat
t hey’ ve becom ea rereg ion al con greg ati ons

Please see C HUR CHA7 ?

Schools
prepare
new tests
Teachers set strategies
to help third-graders with
U.S.-mandated exams

By RICK KARLIN
Staff writer

I mag in  e th ird-g r ade rs try ing to
an sw er S AT qu esti ons .

Som eth ing lik  e th at w ill hap pen
t his wee  k as New Yor k, in kee ping
w ith the fed eral N  o Ch ild Left
B ehin d a ct, tes ts n ear ly a quar ter-
mi lli on t hir d-gr ade rs in re ad i ng, 
wri tin g an d l iste nin g.

B eca use thi  s i  s th  e firs t t ime kids
as you ng a  s 8 ye ars o ld w ill take
t hes  e test s, teac hers ac ross th  e st ate
h ave been coac hin  g th eir stu den ts
o  n te s t-t ak ing str ateg ies a  s we ll as
E ngli sh s kil ls.

A nd t hir d-gr ade rs are not the
on ly on es bei ng test ed.

Tha nk  s to the NCL  B ac t, al l
s tude nts betw een grade s 3 and 8
w ill b  e test ed in Engl is  h and math
t his year . I  n pr eviou s y ears , on ly
fo urth - an d e ighth-g rade st ud e nts
w ere test ed in Ne  w Yo rk.

A ll t old  , the num ber o  f ki ds
bei ng test ed w ill ris  e fr om a bout
600,000 to 1.75 mil li on t his year .

M any o  f th ese you ngs te rs h ave
t ake  n in ter nal tes ts s cho ols use to
ke ep t rack of stu den  t pr ogr ess.
Th is y ear ’s t est r esu lts wil  l be
pub lic ize  d and, in evi tab ly, com-

Please see T E STSA13 ?

Reconciling
religion and relevance

DeLAY

B1 ? Full
story, photos.

Nontraditional
churches are

growing quickly as
worshippers seek
services they feel
are more in touch

with their lives.

A12 ? Probe
looks at
influential
lobbying firm.

A12 ? Gifts
often surpass
Congress rules.

SUNDAY
BUSINESS Capital Region stocks lag
during a tough 2005 market/ C1

> SPORTS Wins bring
Giants, Coughlin closer/D1

L IFE•TODAY You’ll want to read
what Americans say they need/G1
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HIGH LOW

35° 25°
Some rain, some
sleet, no sunshine.
Details/B2

R E G I O N
B1 ? The life and
times of Albany’s
Nebraska Brace.

B1 ? Local
Muslims join
millions in Mecca.

Focus on limits of power
? Judge Samuel A. Alito’s

views on
presidential
powers will be
examined at his
confirmation
hearings this
week./A5

? New Orleans and Louisiana
appear ready to clash over how
to rebuild the city./A10

? One of the trapped men in
the Sago Mine kept a timeline of
the group’s last hours./A11

INSIDE
Vic Mackey can’t hide

behind ‘‘The Shield’’ as

FX drama returns.
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Stocks — and more
Check out the weekly stock market

review. Plus: Find out who’s on the

move, buying property.
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KEVIN BRUSTLE of Stillwater performs with the rest of the Northway Worship
Team. The band plays a large part in the church’s worship services.

SHERRY STANLEY worships at Northway Fellowship, a former gym in a Malta plaza.

PHOTOS BY PAUL BUCKOWSKI/TIMES UNION

WORSHIPPERS listen to a Sunday sermon recently at Pastor Buddy’s Northway Fellowship church in Malta.


